"But that simply can't be true" exclaimed the Simple Man.
^ "Do you doubt what you see with your own eyes?" asked
Clio.

'^Certainly I don't" answered the man ruefully, "but
I am accustomed to take a gentleman at his word. And this
man, while telling the whole world thai Germany keeps her word,
breaks it himself before the ink of a treaty becomes dry. He claims
that his word is as good as his signature but------"

"Stop, please!" interrupted Clio. "Isn't that true? Isn't
his word really as good as his signature ?"

"/ don't quite understand what you mean."

"Well, haven't you seen that it makes no difference to him to
break verbal pledges or written treaties ? Isn't his word, then, as
good as his signature ?"

"I would rather say : as bad**

"That's not so bad, my dear, but I have no right to alter his
own quotations."

"And then this glorification of murderers! How can a
Leader of a State allow murderers to be praised in his name and,
simultaneously, claim that he and his organization decline murder
as a political weapon ? How can he, in face of the whole world,
pretend that he doesn't intend to effect an invasion of Austria, only
a fortnight before the attack ?"

"How can he ? He just can ! This he has shown. I am
giving you facts, not reasons.**

"And then there's another thing I can't understand: when, at
first, he has protested and provided himself with excuses, with a
kind of what was intended to be an alibi, how is it that he can
afterwards forget this and boast of what he had Jlatly denied
before?"

6 'Perhaps he doesn't forget at all. In order to for get something
you first must know it. The only possible explanation for this
strange state of mind, perhaps, would be the state of somnambulism
in which some people act or talk without afterwards knowing what
they have said or done."

"But a leader of a nation of eighty millions cannot excuse
himself, his words and actions, on the pretext of somnambulism "

"He doesn't do that. You have just seen that, on the contrary^
he is proud of it, and that even learned men of science support him
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